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SUBJECT: NEW IRISH ATTORNEY GENERAL 

1 . PRIME MINISTER COSGRAVE ANNOUNCED MAY 19 THE 
RESIGNATION OP ATTORNEY GENERAL DECLAN COSTELLO, WHO 
WILT. BECOME A JUSTICE OP THE HIGH COURT. JOHN KELLY, 

GOVERNMENT CHILE WHIP AND PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO 
THE TAOISEACH, HAS BEEN APPOINTED ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

2. KELLY IS WELL KNOWN IN EUROPE, PARTICULARLY IN 
STRASBOURG, WHERE HE HAS FILLED IN POR POREIGN 
MINISTER FITZGERALD ON A NUMBER OP OCCASIONS, SOMETIMES 
RATHER ERRATICALLY. HE WILL NOW IMMEDIATELY TAKE 
OVER AS IRELAND'S DEFENDER AT THE EUROPEAN COURT IN 
LUXEMBOURG ON THE PISHERIES PROBLEM (PIRST HEARING 
MAY 21 WE UNDERSTAND), AND ALSO THE PROSECUTION OF 
THE IRISH CASE AGAINST THE BRITISH FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS. KELLY COMES HIGHLY QUALIPIED FOR THE 

JOB. HE WAS A LAW PROPESSOR, LEGAL SCHOLAR AND 
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LEADING JURIST PRIOR TO HIS ENTRY INTO PARLIAMENT IN 
1973. HE HAS BEEN TOUGH, ARTICULATE, AND SOMEWHAT 
ABRASIVE AS THE CHIEF SPOKESMAN POR THE TAOISEACH, 

LIAM COSGRAVE, WHO NEVER SAYS A WORD IP HE CAN 
POSSIBLY AVOID IT. 

3. KELLY, AT 46, MUST NOW BE RECKONED AS THE HEIR 
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APPARENT TO COSGRAVE. COSTELLO, THE FORMER HEIR 
APPARENT, HAS APPARENTLY MADE A FINAL DECISION TO 
GIVE UP POLITICS. THE LIBERAL WING OF THE FINE GAEL 
PARTY LOSES ONE OF ITS STAUNCHEST SUPPORTERS WITH 
COSTELLO'S DEPARTURE. KELLY SEEMS TO BE A PRAGMATIST 
WITHOUT A DISCERNIBLE IDEOLOGICAL BIAS. DURING 
RECENT YEARS HE HAS PROJECTED AN IMAGE OF IMPLACABLE 
CONSERVATISM, PARTICULARLY IN ECONOMIC AND LAW-AND-ORDER 
MEASURES. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS JUST 
FAITHFULLY CARRYING OUT HIS JOB AND PROJECTING 
COSGRAVE'S CONSERVATISM. ONE OF HIS EARLY BOOKS ON 
CIVIL RIGHTS IS ALMOST A BIBLE TO THE SMALL BAND OF 
IRISH LIBERALS. RENDAHL 
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